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ADVENT 
Unto us a Savior is born! 

Five Family Devotions 

For The Season of Advent 

Jack Gilbert
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Week Four (Christmas Eve): Immanuel--GOD with Us......................................8 
Christmas: Why Christ Came.............................................................................10(
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O come, O come, Immanuel 
And ransom captive Israel 

That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free 
Thine own from Satan's tyranny 

From depths of Hell Thy people save 
And give them victory o'er the grave 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 
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H0&3'("9H=;9DSB(J=D9(
(

Purify my heart 
Let me be as gold and precious silver 
Purify my heart 
Let me be as gold, pure gold 
Refiner's fire 
 

My heart's one desire 
Is to be holy 
Set apart for You, Lord 
I choose to be holy 
Set apart for You, my Master 
Ready to do Your will 
 

Purify my heart 
Cleanse me from within 
And make me holy 
Purify my heart 
Cleanse me from my sin 
Deep within 
 

Refiner's fire 
My heart's one desire 
Is to be holy 
Set apart for You, Lord 
I choose to be holy 
Set apart for You, my Master 
Ready to do Your will 
 
 
 
 

(
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Week Four: Immanuel--GOD with Us 
 
Matthew 1:23 ESV  

[23] "Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his 
name Immanuel" (which means, God with us). 

 
 We once knew GOD in a personal way. He walked with us in the garden that he 
created for us, but we chose lesser things.  Separated from him because of our selfish 
ambition we had no way back, at least, not within our own strength. It would take an 
event of enormous magnitude, one bigger than the sin that separates creation from the 
creator, in order to reconcile a race of selfish and damned creatures with a the holy and 
just GOD.  If our separation was the problem, then the answer was for GOD to come to 
where we could not go, and thus–Immanuel: GOD with us. 
 
 GOD could have chosen to send salvation in some other fashion, but he chose 
instead to send his one and only son, Jesus Christ–GOD himself–down to earth to make 
personal connection again. This was more than an act of obligation; this was an act of 
love. This was the intentional self-sacrifice of the most holy and worthy GOD in 
exchange for the lives of ungrateful lovers of the dark, of those who would fight him in 
order to hold on to the lethal sin that so lethally poisoned their souls rather than accepting 
such a sacred life giving gesture.  
 
T*,&$S'DUOND$KBHVL$

2I(gJ:D(N:M(B:(7:E9M(8@9(F:D7MK(8@48(@9(L4E9(@=B(:;7G(&:;K(8@48(F@:9E9D(C97=9E9B(
=;(@=3(B@:67M(;:8(<9D=B@(C68(@4E9(989D;47(7=H91(2\(J:D(N:M(M=M(;:8(B9;M(@=B(&:;(
=;8:(8@9(F:D7M(8:(5:;M93;(8@9(F:D7MK(C68(=;(:DM9D(8@48(8@9(F:D7M(3=L@8(C9(B4E9M(
8@D:6L@(@=31  

 
Christ sacrifice on the cross set right what was once askew. He who was without sin 
became sin for us, bearing the punishment for us all. He was able to do this because he 
came here among us, experience the same trials and temptations which we do, and yet 
lived a sinless life. So when he offered himself up as a sacrifice on our behalf, the 
righteous demand for a spotless sacrifice was met. 
 
Hebrews 4:14-16 (ESV)   

[14] Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, 
Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. [15] For we do not have a 
high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in 
every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. [16] Let us then with 
confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find 
grace to help in time of need. 

 
Romans 10:9-13 ESV   

[9] because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your 
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. [10] For with the 
heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. 
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[11] For the Scripture says, "Everyone who believes in him will not be put to 
shame." [12] For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same 
Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him. [13] For 
"everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved." 
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H0&3'(O HOLY NIGHT 
 
 

O Holy Night! The stars are brightly shining, 
It is the night of the dear Savior’s birth. 

Long lay the world in sin and error pining. 
Till He appeared and the Spirit felt its worth. 

A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices, 
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn. 

Fall on your knees! Oh, hear the angel voices! 
O night divine, the night when Christ was born; 

O night divine! 
O night, O night divine! 
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Christmas: Why Christ Came 
 
Isa 9:2, 6 NIV -  

(2) The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the 
land of the shadow of death a light has dawned. ...  
(6) For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on 
his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
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